2027 National Team Selection Process - Round 1

This document outlines the round 1 pathway for athletes seeking an invitation to the Boccia United
States Selection Camp “BUS” (Round 2). There are two (2) ways to complete round 1 selection for
consideration to round 2 selection:

e Go through standards 1 and 2 (in person at the USA Boccia Nationals, in Council Bluffs Iowa,
from July 29 — August 1.

e Complete the standards electronically through video and results submission. A drop-in session
with a certified assessor will be required for at least one of these sessions. (please note that these
scheduled sessions are limited and available on a first-come, first-served basis)

** Whether you do data at Nationals or electronically (video tape or drop-in), you must provide
minimally one other person to assist you in the process.

Round 2 selection camp will be held December 3-6, 2026 at Lakeshore Foundation U.S. Olympic and
Paralympic Training Site in Birmingham, AL. Athletes invited to the selection camp will compete for
positions on the 2027 National Team. Top 9 athletes (which includes 2 ramp operators) will be named to
the national team for 2027.

All athletes must successfully complete both rounds of evaluation to be considered for selection. The
only exception applies to current 2026 National Team athletes who complete the required international
competition scenarios for consideration.

Available 2027 National Team Slots
A total of nine (9) athlete positions are available. Nine (9) athletes will be named to the national team for
the 2027 season.
e Three (3) BC1 and BC2 athletes combined, sufficient to meet the 2027 World Boccia definition of a
Team.
One (1) male BC3 athlete and one (1) ramp operator for that athlete.
One (1) female BC3 athlete and one (1) ramp operator for that athlete.
One (1) male BC4 athlete.
One (1) female BC4 athlete.

These slots will be given first (number 1 in rank order) to 2026 National Team athletes who have
successfully completed international competition scenarios.

The slots will then be filled in the following way:

e [fthere are athletes per sport class of the same gender that (per the selection committee
determination) meet National Team standards, they will be ranked ordered behind any 2026
National Team athletes who have successfully completed international competition scenarios.

Why is rank order important?
If for any reason the number 1 athlete cannot participate in an international event, the number 2 athlete
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in that sport class would be brought up on discretion. *exception in team event the selection committee
would reconvene to determine which athlete in the BC1, or BC2 division should be named to the team
based on BC sport class, gender and other considerations to make the team as strong as possible.

Critical Dates
Pre-Camp Skills Challenge

e 2026 USA Boccia National Championships held from July 29-August 1,2026.

e All first-round standards must be submitted by between July 29" and September 11, 2026.

e The selection committee will notify athletes on or before November 6™ if they are invited to round 2.
The Skills Challenge allows athletes to demonstrate technical proficiency through predetermined skill
assessments.

Round 1 technical skills assessment will include:
Completion of the first two skill standards within the athlete's sport class. Skill one will be jack and first
ball (serve) and the second skill will be displacement. Please refer to the Skills Challenge How-To Guide
for testing procedures, distances, and protocol for the 2 sills.
Two (2) additional sport-class-specific skills will be assessed during the Selection Camp (round 2). These
evaluations will be combined with tactical assessments and, where applicable, head-to-head competition.

Application Process
Athlete Resume Submission https://forms.gle/NrSYRVmmKnQiLmyU9
Athletes must submit a completed athlete resume by one of the following deadlines:

e By S5:00 PM CST on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, to be eligible to complete Round 1 technical standards
at the 2026 USA Boccia National Championships.

e By 5:00 PM CST on Wednesday, August 12, 2026, to be eligible to complete Round 1 technical
standards during a drop-in evaluation session with a member of the Selection Committee. Availability is
limited for these drop-ins or for self-videotaping of your skills. Note you will receive instructions for
videotaping within 72 hours of submitting a resume. Note: if you do not wish to do standards at
Nationals, your first data collection MUST be a drop-in with a certified evaluator.

SELECTION COMMITTEE REVIEW

The applications and skills data will be reviewed by the selection committee to determine the athletes
that will be invited to attend the round 2 selection camp.

Invitations to selection camp and potential selection to the National Team will be determined by the
Selection Committee. Athlete evaluations will consider:

- Alignment with international competitive trends

- Statistical benchmarks in technical skill performance
« Tactical understanding and decision-making

- Knowledge and application of the rules

In addition to scores in round 1, the selection team will consider performance at all of the following
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events in their deliberations to the invite to selection camp (round 2):

* 2026 USA Boccia Nationals July 29"~ August 2, 2026, Council Bluffs, lowa
* 2026 Selection Camp: March 4-8, 2026, at the United States Olympic &
Paralympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, CO

* 2025 Emerging Athlete Camp: November 20-22, 2025, at the United States
Olympic & Paralympic Training Site in Birmingham, AL

* 2023 — 2026 Boccia United States National Team Camps

* 2023 — 2026 Boccia United States Development Camps

* 2023 — 2026 BISFed World Cup Series events

* 2023 — 2026 BISFed World Challenger Series events

Athletes who are not selected to advance to National Team Selection Camp, but who have completed
round 1 skills challenge may apply to self-pay to one or more World Boccia Challenger competitions
during the 2027 season. Application does not guarantee acceptance to compete by the NGB nor does
Boccia United States have control as to whether there are slots available for the athlete to compete in a
requested competition.

Medical Exemption: If an athlete selected to attend the Selection Camp incurs an injury or illness
that prevents them from competing at camp OR is competing in a BISFed sanctioned event within
two (2) weeks of camp will follow the process outlined below.
While waivers for the Selection event Selection Camp will not be unreasonably withheld,
waivers will primarily be granted only for illness, injury or other incapacity, personal/family
emergencies, or when the selection event conflicts with an approved event such as a
sanctioned World Boccia or other mandatory BUS competition. All team candidates should
arrange for appropriate time off from school, work or other obligations well before the
application due date. Exceptional requests for work/school related activities which the
athlete is required to attend as a condition of employment or schooling may be granted with
proper documentation. Requests for a waiver may be submitted in writing to Boccia United
States High-Performance Consultant - Kathy Brinker, kathyb@bocciaunitedstates.org for
review.

All injuries and illnesses must be documented by a certified health care professional and that
certification must be forwarded to: Kristen King, MS, ATC; head athletic trainer; Boccia
United States. KristenK @lakeshore.org Athletes who have received a waiver will complete
Round 1 and Selection Camp or the International Scenario later as determined by the
selection committee.

A written response to all requests will be issued to the athlete within 72 hours.
Athletes who receive a waiver are not required to attend the Selection Camp. A drop-in
session will be conducted to assess their skills at a later scheduled date.
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: Selected athletes and ramp operators must meet, be
eligible to meet and/or maintain compliance with the following eligibility requirements:

1. Beeligible to compete as a U.S. citizen

2. Possess a U.S. passport and be eligible for international travel

3. Athletes nominated to the National Team must be internationally classified by
World Boccia OR nationally classified by Boccia United States and have a
Paralympic-eligible sport class (BC1-4) as per the World Boccia and/or Boccia
United States master list and obtain a season license for Boccia from World

Boccia (after being named to the National team). Please note, ramp operator
athletes do not undergo classification evaluation but must meet World Boccia
requirements to fulfill ramp operator role for a specified athlete.

4. Comply with all anti-doping policies, procedures and protocols of the
International Paralympic Committee, World Boccia, World Anti-Doping
Agency, United States Anti-doping Agency, the United States Olympic
and Paralympic Committee and LNASO Anti-Doping policies.

5. Abide by the current Boccia United States Code of Conduct

6. Athletes age 18 or older will be required to undergo a background screen in
accordance with the current LNASO Background Check Policy

7. Athletes age 18 or older by the last day of the National Team Selection Camp will be

required to remain current with the U.S. Center for SafeSport’s education and training

requirements in accordance with the LNASO MAAPP Policy

Selections of individual athletes along with additional information regarding round 2
selections will be posted on or before Monday, November 6, 2026 on the
www.lakeshore.org/bus webpage.
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