
JOHN D. KEMP 

John D. Kemp, Esq., is an accomplished executive and internationally recognized disability 
rights leader with decades of experience spanning the corporate, nonprofit, public policy, 
and advocacy sectors. Throughout his career, he has championed inclusion, accessibility, 
and opportunities for people with disabilities while leading some of the nation’s most 
influential disability organizations. 

Mr. Kemp currently serves as President and CEO of Lakeshore Foundation in Birmingham, 
Alabama. The organization is dedicated to health, wellness, research, advocacy, and 
inclusion, serving more than 5,000 members with disabilities and chronic health 
conditions who make approximately 14,000 visits each month. In his leadership role at 
Lakeshore, Mr. Kemp also leads the affiliate Lakeshore National Adapted Sports 
Organization, which serves as governing body for three Paralympic sports— Boccia United 
States, USA Para Powerlifting, and USA Wheelchair Rugby. Since assuming leadership in 
2021, he has guided significant organizational growth while expanding Lakeshore’s 
national and international impact. 

He has also overseen the launch of the Sports Science & Performance Center, the 
nationally recognized Nothing Without Us podcast, and Lakeshore Consulting Services. 
Together, these initiatives have strengthened Lakeshore’s leadership in disability 
inclusion, accessibility, research, and sport while advancing opportunities for people with 
disabilities to live healthier, more active, and fulfilling lives. 

Prior to joining Lakeshore Foundation, Mr. Kemp served as National Executive Director of 
United Cerebral Palsy Associations; President and CEO of VSA Arts and VSA Arts 
International; General Counsel and Vice President of Development for the National Easter 
Seal Society; and, in 1995, co-founded the American Association of People with 
Disabilities (AAPD). Most recently, he served as President and CEO of The Viscardi Center 
and Henry Viscardi School on Long Island, New York. 

In December 2025, Mr. Kemp received the Birmingham Business Journal CEO Award in 
recognition of his leadership and impact within both the Birmingham business community 
and the nonprofit sector. 

Mr. Kemp is the recipient of the Henry B. Betts Award, widely regarded as the nation’s 
highest honor for disability leadership and service, and the Robert J. Dole Leadership Prize 
from the Robert J. Dole Institute of Politics at the University of Kansas. Past recipients of 
the Dole Leadership Prize include Nelson Mandela and Presidents George H. W. Bush and 
Bill Clinton. He is also honored as the namesake of the John D. Kemp CEO Award, 
presented annually by Disability:IN to a distinguished CEO who has created a culture of 
inclusion in corporate America. 

In 2011, Mr. Kemp was appointed to the Delta Air Lines Advisory Board on Disability. He 
later served as chair for two years and continues to serve as an active member of the 
Advisory Board. Mr. Kemp has advised Fortune 500 companies and government leaders on 



disability inclusion, if that reflects his current portfolio. It reinforces both his governance 
and strategic leadership experience. 

A passionate advocate for accessibility and inclusion, Mr. Kemp is the author of Disability 
Friendly: How to Move from Clueless to Inclusive, an authoritative guide for the cause of 
disability employment, inclusion in the workplace, and human potential. 

Mr. Kemp graduated from Georgetown University and Washburn University School of Law. 
He has received two Honorary Doctorate degrees, the first an Honorary Doctorate of Law 
from Washburn University School of Law, and the second, an Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters from the University of Connecticut, while serving as the Graduate School 
Commencement Speaker. 
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