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It is critically important that all boccia athletes within the United States understand the performance pathway toward the LA28 Paralympic Games. This document outlines key timelines, eligibility requirements,

Boccia United States Performance Pathway Toward LLA28 Paralympic Games

and strategic priorities that will shape athlete positioning throughout the remaining 2026 and 2027 World Boccia competition seasons.
Several time-sensitive criteria will significantly impact eligibility for consideration within the LA28 Paralympic selection process:

1. International Classification Requirement

Athletes must obtain confirmed international sport class status or hold a Review Fixed Date (RFD) beyond December 31, 2028 to be eligible for LA28 Paralympic qualification consideration.
 International classification opportunities are limited and occur only at designated World Boccia Challenger events.
o Athletes without confirmed international classification should prioritize securing classification opportunities as early as possible.

2. Individual World Ranking Requirement
Deadline: December 31, 2027
Athletes must hold an active individual World Boccia Ranking (WR) at some point between January 1, 2026 and December 31, 2027 to establish eligibility within the LA28 Paralympic pathway.
Participation in sanctioned international individual competition during the remainder of 2026 and throughout the 2027 season is therefore essential for athletes who do not currently hold an individual world
ranking.
Athletes may obtain an individual world ranking through two primary pathways:
a. National Team Selection Pathway \
» Selection to a Boccia United States delegation competing in a sanctioned World Boccia event as an individual entry.
 Participation is dependent upon available program funding and selection decisions.
b. Self-Funded Competition Pathway
o Athletes may petition Boccia United States for entry into an approved World Boccia competition on a self-funded basis, subject to federation approval and eligibility standards.
o Entry into events is not guaranteed and remains dependent on World Boccia allocation processes, divisional quotas, Host Organizing Committee (HOC) limits, and regional slot distribution.
» Athletes should be aware that receiving an NE (Not Eligible) outcome during classification at a Challenger event will prevent competition participation, and associated expenses are typically non-refundable
» [f a petition is accepted, that it doesn't guarantee that an athlete will get into a preferred challenger. This is beyond our scope as an NGB.

Additional Resources
o L A28 Paralympic Qualification Regulations:
o https://www.paralympic.org/la-2028/qualification-regulations
e World Boccia Competition & Ranking Manual (2025-2028):
 https://www.worldboccia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/BISFed-Competition-and-Ranking-Manual-2025-2028-v3.0-compressed.pdf ‘

Questions?? Please contact Dr. Kathy Brinker kathyb@bocciaunitedstates.org
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Pathway to LA 28

What this pathway does:
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