NATIONAL TEAM SELECTION PROCESS

This document outlines the pathway to be nominated to the Boccia National A Team or National B
Team for the 2026 season as well as those that outside of the National Team, may be considered to
be named to compete at an international event. All athletes must complete two rounds of evaluation
to be considered. The exception is only for those prospective National Team A athletes who
complete international scenarios for consideration.

Total available slots for 2026:
National A Team make-up:

Maximum of two (2) athletes of the same gender per sport class.

National B Team make-up:

No maximum of athletes of the same gender per sport class

CRITICAL DATES:

October 30, 2026 -Announcement of Selection Procedures. Data collection begins

(resume due prior to starting data collection) You can find selection documents

HERE

Wednesday, November 5, 2025, 7 p.m. CST — Here is the link to join that event: Webinar
on Boccia United States Standards 2026 | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams. The link will also
be distributed through the USA Boccia newsletter and through email.

November 20-22 2025 — BUS emerging athlete camp (for athletes who have never
attended a BUS development camp). By invitation only at Lakeshore Foundation U.S.
Olympic and Paralympic Training Site. This is considered an observation event for
2026.

Saturday, November 22, 2025 — Resumes due

Monday, December 1, 2025 — Current national team athletes must notify High Performance
Consultant of their intention to complete standards for 2026.

Friday, January 16, 2026 - All selection submissions are due by 9 p.m. EST through the
Dropbox link provided by BUS.

Selection Camp — Selection Event: Invitations to participate will be sent to eligible athletes
no later than Friday, January 23, 2026, at 9 p.m. EST. The Selection event will take place at
the United States Olympic & Paralympic Training Center (Colorado

Springs) from Wednesday, March 4 — Sunday, March 8, 2026.

NOTE: Due to the nature of selection events, athletes invited to the selection event will have
to pay all their travel expenses. Boccia United States will cover general room and meal
expenses for this event only.

Pre Camp - SKILLS CHALLENGE:
The Skills Challenge allows boccia athletes to compete through predetermined technical
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skills. Technical skills in (pre-camp) will include:

1. The first 2 skill standards in the sport class. You must submit data for standards one and
two to considered by the selection team committee for invitation to selection camp. See
how-to-guide for specifics.

2. Two (2) other skills (per sport class) will be completed at the selection camp. ***See

specific sport class technical skills for the technical skills to be completed.

APPLICATION PROCESS:

e Athletes must complete both pre-camp submission requirements by Friday,
January 16, 2026, 9 p.m. EST. The full application includes submission of the
following items:

» Resume (please check your calendar prior to filling out the resume as you will be
required to list two (2) or three (3) dates that you will be completing standards. Due
no later than Wednesday, November 22, 2025.

* Submit data sheets and video for the first two (2) standards per sport class for
minimally 2 days (preferably 3 dates) via the Dropbox link specific to the athlete
(given to the athlete after resume submission).

SELECTION COMMITTEE REVIEW
The applications and skills data will be reviewed by the selection committee to determine the athletes
that will be invited to attend the selection event.

The Selection committee is comprised of at least 33.3% of athlete representation and also
administrators and coaching staff.

The third and fourth technical skill will be administered at the selection camp.

» Selectees to the Selection camp will be notified by Friday, January 23, 2026.

In pre-camp, athletes will submit their scores for the listed skill standards, following all submission
criteria.

Performance benchmarks are provided in the divisional standards data sheets to give athletes a targeted

performance goal to achieve. Meeting these specific target numbers are not required to be considered for
an invitation to Selection Camp of the National Team Selection Camp.
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Invitations to Selection Camp and potential selection to the National Team will be determined by a
Selection Committee. Athlete evaluations will consider:

Alignment with international competitive trends
Statistical benchmarks in technical skill performance
Tactical understanding and decision-making
Knowledge and application of the rules

Athletes who are not selected to advance to National Team Selection Camp, but who have submitted
complete standard skills data, will be considered to attend Selection camp for consideration to be named
to an international event.

For the 2026 competition year National Team Athletes will be in one of the two divisions:

National A Team - Athletes that have been selected to the National A team through the selection
process listed in this document will receive the following: athletes will be issued a full uniform
package and ongoing coaching, as well as coordinated National team camps. They may also attend
international competitions. Athletes on the National A Team must submit practice data every other
week to the National Team HPC.

National B Team- Athletes that have been selected to the National B team through the selection
process listed in this document will receive the following: athletes will be issued a select uniform
package, are eligible for ongoing coaching, will be required to be at selected camps, and may
compete in international competitions. Athletes on the National B team must submit practice data
every month.

**Please note: Athletes who are not named to the National Team A or B team will only be brought
up on discretion to “an event” and will not be considered members of the National Team A or B.
Discretionary criteria to be brought up to an “event” will include their play from recent
international competitions (if available), play at observation events and rank order on their final
scores from the technical skills within the 2026 standards.
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There are two pathways to be selected as a National Team A division athlete:

International Scenario Pathway (only for 2025 National A team members):

Develop two (2) scenarios from films of international play and replicate those shots. Coaches will
choose one of the two shot types; the athlete will choose the other. All scenarios must have their
division coach approval before beginning to collect data. Describe in detail what made them a
“great” shot and how you went about figuring out how to train for the shot.

Include details such as ball composition of the balls you are playing off of, angle, speed, ball you
used, when the shot would be played, and location of the ball. There will be a pretest assessment, 2
data point collections, and a post assessment that will involve the division coach in a drop-in
session. Drop-in sessions will be during the pretest, one of two data point collections, and one
during the posttest. From these scenarios, athletes will submit data points to show preshot
percentages (10 shots each - 5 of each color). This process will culminate in a posttest of 10 data
points, showing a minimal 10% increase in skill growth over the pretest for up to 6 weeks. If the
athlete is successful at meeting the posttest standards of 10% growth rate, they will maintain their
status on the National A team for 2026. Should the athlete not meet these standards, the athlete can
complete the traditional 1st and 2nd standards by Friday, February 20, 2026, to gain an invite to
the selection event (Selection Camp).

National A Team alternative pathway:

2025 National Team A athletes must notify the HPC by Monday, December 1, 2025 to notify
Boccia United States if they intend to complete the international scenario pathway or choose to
complete the traditional standards by emailing Kathy Brinker, HP consultant to Boccia United
States kathyb@bocciaunitedstates.org.

**Please note:
Athletes not invited to compete for spots on National Team A or B for 2026 may still be invited to
attend the March Selection for consideration to be named to an international event.

Final Selection process to be named to the National Team:

e Ifthere are two (2) athletes per sport class of the same gender that (per the selection
committee determination) meet National Team A standards, they will be ranked ordered and
named to National Team A.

e Ifthere are three (3) or more athletes per sport class of the same gender that (per the

selection committee determination) meet National Team A standards, they will be
ranked ordered and the top two in rank order will be named to National Team A. All
other athletes in that rank order (beyond the top two) will be named to National
Team B. There is no limit on number for National Team B. Additional athletes who
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have minimally completed and submitted the first two (2) pre-camp standards that
are not being considered for National A or National B Team may still be considered
to be named to compete at an international event. These athletes will also be invited
to the Selection Camp for consideration to be named to an event.

e National Team A and National Team B selections will be posted on the
www.lakeshore.org/bus webpage within 14 days of the Selection event conclusion.
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Medical Exemption: If an athlete selected to attend the Selection Camp incurs an injury or illness
that prevents them from competing at camp OR is competing in a BISFed sanctioned event within
two (2) weeks of camp will follow the process outlined below.
While waivers for the Selection event Selection Camp will not be unreasonably withheld,
waivers will primarily be granted only for illness, injury or other incapacity, personal/family
emergencies, or when the Selection event conflicts with an approved event such as a
sanctioned World Boccia or other mandatory BUS competition. All team candidates should
arrange for appropriate time off from school, work or other obligations well before the
application due date. Exceptional requests for work/school related activities which the
athlete is required to attend as a condition of employment or schooling may be granted with
proper documentation. Requests for a waiver may be submitted in writing to Boccia United
States High Performance Consultant - Kathy Brinker, kathyb@bocciaunitedstates.org for

review.

All injuries and illnesses must be documented by a certified health care professional and that
certification must be forwarded to: Kristen King, MS, ATC; head athletic trainer; Boccia
United States. KristenK @lakeshore.org Athletes who have received a waiver will complete
Round 1 and Selection Camp or the International Scenario later as determined by the
selection committee.

A written response to all requests will be issued to the athlete within 72 hours.

Athletes who receive a waiver are not required to attend the Selection Camp. A drop-in
session will be conducted to assess their tactical skills based on the rubric at a later
scheduled date.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: Selected athletes and ramp operators must meet, be
eligible to meet and/or maintain compliance with the following eligibility requirements:

Be eligible to compete as a U.S. citizen
Possess a U.S. passport and be eligible for international travel

3. Athletes nominated to the National A or B team must be internationally classified
by World Boccia OR nationally classified by Boccia United States and have a
Paralympic-eligible sport class (BCI1-4) as per the World Boccia and/or Boccia
United States master list and obtain a season license for Boccia from World
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Boccia (after being named to the National A or National B team). Please note,
ramp operator athletes do not undergo classification evaluation but must meet
World Boccia requirements to fulfill ramp operator role for specified athlete.
4. Comply with all anti-doping policies, procedures and protocols of the
International Paralympic Committee, World Boccia, World Anti-Doping
Agency, United States Anti-doping Agency, the United States Olympic

and Paralympic Committee and LNASO Anti-Doping policies.
5. Abide by the current Boccia United States Code of Conduct

6. Athletes age 18 or older will be required to undergo a background screen in
accordance with the current LNASO Background Check Policy

7. Athletes age 18 or older by the last day of the National Team Selection Camp will be

required to remain current with the U.S. Center for SafeSport’s education and training

requirements in accordance with the LNASO MAAPP Policy
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