Boccia United States
ATHLETE SELECTION PROCEDURES

2026 Birmingham World Boccia Challenger, June 16-23, 2026

Lakeshore Foundation, Birmingham, AL

1. SELECTION SYSTEM

1.1.  Provide the minimum eligibility requirements for an athlete to be considered for selection to
the delegation:

1.1.1.

Nationality/Passport requirements:

Any competitor (including Ramp Operators) must be a national of the country of
the National Paralympic Committee (NPC) which is entering such competitor.
Specifics on the definition of national can be found in the can be found in the
2025-2028 World Boccia Competition and ranking manual)
https://www.worldboccia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/BISFed-Competition-
and-Ranking-Manual-2025-2028-v3.0-compressed.pdf

All athletes, including ROs (Ramp Operators) must have a valid passport that will not
expire for six months after the conclusion of the 2026 Birmingham World Boccia
Challenger.

Minimum International Federation (IF): IF standards for participation (information on
requirements of the IF can be found in the 2025-2028 World Boccia Competition and
ranking manual) htips://www.worldboccia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/BISFed-
Competition-and-Ranking-Manual-2025-2028-v3.0-compressed.pdf

Each athlete and BC3 RO must have a valid 2026 annual World Boccia
license. To be secured by the NGB 30 days after selection.

At the time of selection an athlete must have a National classification of BC1,
BC2, BC3, or BCA4.

Athletes must be at least 15 years of age before January 1, 2026, to be eligible for
the 2026 Birmingham World Boccia Challenger.
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https://www.worldboccia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/BISFed-Competition-and-Ranking-Manual-2025-2028-v3.0-compressed.pdf
https://www.worldboccia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/BISFed-Competition-and-Ranking-Manual-2025-2028-v3.0-compressed.pdf

1.1.3. Other requirements:

 Athletes aged 18 or older will be required to undergo a background screen in
accordance with the current LNASO Background Check Policy.

 Athletes age 18 or older will also be required to complete the U.S. Center for
SafeSport’s online training. Minors and parents will be offered training but not
required to complete it.

» Comply with the Boccia United States Code of Conduct.

1.2.  Tryout Events:

1.21. Provide the event names, dates, and locations of all trials, events, and camps to be
used as part of the selection process.

Athletes will be evaluated for selection to the Boccia United States 2026 World
Challenger Team at the following events:

o 2026 Selection Camp: March 4-8, 2026, at the United States Olympic &
Paralympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, CO

e 2025 Emerging Athlete Camp: November 20-22, 2025, at the United States

Olympic & Paralympic Training Site in Birmingham, AL

2023 — 2026 Boccia United States National Team Camps

2023 — 2026 Boccia United States Development Camps

2023 — 2026 BISFed World Cup Series events

2023 — 2026 BISFed World Challenger Series events

1.2.2. Provide event names, dates, locations, and descriptions of how athletes qualify
for the trials, events, and camps listed above in 1.2.1 (if any).

e 2026 Selection Camp: March 4-8, 2026

o To qualify for the 2026 Selection Camp, athletes must complete
all required aspects of the National Team Selection Process
located on Boccia United States’ webpage at the following link:

= https://www.lakeshore.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/12/final-National-Team-2026-
selection-process-2-1.pdf
e 2025 Emerging Athlete Camp: November 20-22, 2025

o Athlete invitations to the 2025 Emerging Athlete Camp were
extended to interested athletes who had never previously
attended a Boccia United States Development Camp.
Registration for interested athletes closed on August 12, 2025.

e 2023 — 2026 Boccia United States National Team Camps:

o Athletes meeting National Team A or B Standards in their
respective class event were invited to each respective year’s
camp programming.

e 2023 - 2026 Boccia United States Development Camps:

o Athletes participating in each respective year’s National Team

selection process and did not meet National A or B Team
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1.3.

standards were eligible for invitation. Additionally, Boccia United
States considered additional athletes who reached out with
interest and an eligible class impairment to attend these camps.

Provide a comprehensive, step-by-step description of the method that explains how
athletes will go through the selection process.

Boccia United States aims to field a delegation that will be internationally competitive at
the 2026 Birmingham World Boccia Challenger while considering opportunities for
athletes without a BISFed International Sport class to be seen at a classification panel
as an extension of entry. As the host country, the maximum delegation size will be ten
(10) athletes. The Boccia United States Selection Committee will first prioritize selection for the
BC1/2 Team (3), BC3 Pair (2), and BC4 Pair (2) events to fill the available ten (10) athlete slots.
Where possible, all ten (10) slots will be used to select Team and/or Pairs for entry. If necessary,
individual athlete selection may be considered to fill any remaining quota after all viable Team
and/or Pair entries are nominated.

Per World Boccia's Competition Guidelines, each BC1/2 Team, BC3 Pair, and BC4 Pair
must include at least one male and one female athlete to comply with the World Boccia
quota for World Boccia Challengers in 2026.

The Boccia United States Selection Committee will determine Team, Pair, and/or Individual Athlete
selection via the following five-step process:

1. 2026 Boccia United States National-A BC1/2 Team, BC3 Pair, and/or BC4 Pair Events:

a. The Boccia United States Selection Committee will first award up to seven (7)
athlete slots to the BC1/2 Team (3), BC3 Pair (2), and/or BC4 Pair (2) via the
athletes completing the intemational scenarios and then those named to the 2026
National A-Team by meeting 2026 National A-Team standards as a part of the
2026 Selection Camp process. Individual athlete(s) meeting the 2026 National A-
Team standards that do not have a viable teammate(s) to create a full Team or
Pair meeting the 2026 National A-Team standards are not yet considered for
selection in this step. Any number of remaining athlete slots not allocated via this
method will roll down to the next priority order.

e htitps://www.lakeshore.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/final-
National-Team-2026-selection-process-2-1.pdf

2. 2026 National-A Standard Athletes - BC1/2, BC3, and/or BC4:

a. The Boccia United States Selection Committee will then consider selection of any
individual athletes meeting the 2026 National A-Team standards who do not make
a full Team and/or Pair via step 1’s criteria. The athletes meeting 2026 National A-
Team Standards will be considered as individuals to then build a viable BC1/2
Team(s), BC3 Pair(s), and/or BC4 Pair(s) for entry. The Boccia United States
Selection Committee will evaluate nominations for any remaining athlete slots to be
teamed up with these individual 2026 National A-Team athlete(s) via the
Discretionary Selection process in Section 2 to form full BC1/2 Teams, BC3 Pairs,
and/or BC4 Pairs. Athlete experience and observation for Discretionary Selection
will be drawn from any and all events listed in Section 1.2.2 in addition to the
following considerations that are in no particular order:

e The compatibility of the athlete(s) being considered to create a full BC1/2
Team, BC3 Pair, and/or BC4 Pair to collectively achieve success on the field
of play in each respective Team and/or Pair.

e An athlete’s achievement of the 2026 National B Team Standards.
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¢ An athlete’s opportunity to be scheduled for their first BISFed intemational
classification appointment as to assess and codify their future international
classification eligibility.

e Assessment of an athlete’s individual capabiliies against all factors listed in
the Discretionary Selection process outlined in Section 2 to create a viable
Team and/or Pair.

3. Discretionary Selection BC1/2 Teams, BC3 Pairs, and/or BC4 Pairs Events:

a. The Boccia United States Selection Committee will then select against any
remaining athlete slots from step number 1 and step number 2 above by first
considering the maximum number of Teams and/or Pairs that can be selected to
maximize entries in the BC1/2 Team, BC3 Pair, and/or BC4 Pair events. Athletes
who do not meet the 2026 A or B Team Standards may be considered for
selection and the Boccia United States Selection Committee will leverage the
Discretionary Selection process outlined in Section 2 to create viable Teams and/or
Pairs. Athlete experience and observation for Discretionary Selection will be drawn
from any and all events listed in Section 1.2.2 in addition to the following factors that
are in no particular order:

e The compatibility of the athlete(s) being considered to create a full BC1/2
Team, BC3 Pair, and/or BC4 Pair to collectively achieve success on the field
of play in each respective Team and/or Pair.

¢ An athlete’s opportunity to be scheduled for their first BISFed intemational
classification appointment as to assess and codify their future international
classification eligibility.

e Assessment of an athlete’s individual capabiliies against all factors listed in
the Discretionary Selection process outlined in Section 2 to create a viable
Team and/or Pair.

4. Discretionary Selection BC1/, BC2, BC3, and/or BC4 Individual Events:

a. The Boccia United States Selection Committee will select against any remaining
athlete slots from step number 1, step number 2, and step number 3 above by
lastly considering the maximum number of individual event entries can be achieved
with the number of remaining athlete entries that cannot form viable BC1/2 Teams,
BC3 Pairs, and/or BC4 Pairs based on minimum eligibility criteria and/or
Discretionary Selection in step number 3. In the event that there are multiple
individual athletes eligible for selection, the Boccia United States Selection
Committee award individual event slots by:

i.  Awarding the athlete(s) with the highest 2026 A-standard score in order
of highest A-Standard score until all slots are filled, then;

i.  Awarding the athlete(s) with the highest 2026 B-standard score in order
of highest B-Standard score until all slots are filled, then;

iii.  Ifslots still remain, the Discretionary Selection process outlined in
Section 2 will be used to consider athlete selections for any remaining
slots. Athlete experience and observation for Discretionary Selection will
be drawn from any and all events listed in Section 1.2.2.

iv.  Ifslots still remain, Boccia United States will open up a final open-interest
survey for the 2026 World Challenger. This interest survey will open up
on April 1, 2026, and close April 15, 2026, and slots will be awarded to
athletes on a first come, first serve basis as long as they meet all
minimum eligibility requirements per these procedures. Athletes from this
survey will fill any number of remaining quota in individual class events
only.

v.  Ifslots still remain after the final interest survey closing on April 15, 2026,
all remaining slots will be returned and go unfilled.
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5. Alternate Athlete Selection — BC1/2 Team(s), BC3 Pair(s), BC4 Pair(s) or individual BC1,
BC2, BC3, or BC4 event entries:
a. Any athlete(s) who have participated Boccia United States’ 2026 National Team

Selection process meeting all minimum eligibility requirements for selection per
Section 1 and that are not selected to the event via steps 1-4 of the procedure
above will be ranked ordered by gender by the Boccia United States Selection
Committee in each respective class event to be considered Altermates for selected
BC1/2 Team(s), BC3 Pair(s), BC4 Pair(s) and/or individual entry as an Altemate in
BC1, BC2, BC3, or BC4 events. Athlete rank order for replacement will be
conducted by considering Athlete experience and observation for Discretionary
Selection that will be drawn from any and all events listed in Section 1.2.2.

2. DISCRETIONARY SELECTION

2.1. Provide rationale for utilizing discretionary selection (if any):

The sport of Boccia is not a measured or timed event. It is a closed skill environment that
often changes with each shot on the floor of competition. It is the belief of Boccia United
States that the discretionary selection criteria set outlined below, which includes subjective
components in the evaluation of performance and ability, will result in the selection of
athletes to comprise the most competitive Team(s), Pair(s), and/or Individuals.

2.2 List the discretionary criteria and explain how they will be used (if any):
A. Boccia athletes:

The Boccia United States Selection Committee will consider the following performance-
related factors (which are not in priority order):

The sport of boccia is not a measured or timed event. Boccia is a closed skill event in
which the environment is constant with the only change factor being the most recent
ball thrown. In the selection of athletes who will compete together as a Team/Pair, it is
impossible to make selection decisions based solely upon objective criteria.

In addition to gender quotas, the selection committee will consider classification needs for
specific divisions at our home event and consider the composition of athletes across sport
classes to ensure optimal competitive opportunities. It is important to note that substitutions
are not permitted in boccia. If one athlete is reclassified into a different division and/or
becomes ineligible, the entire Pair or Team would be unable to participate in that event.

The makeup of each Team or Pair is crucial to ongoing success, particularly in the areas of
communication, complementary technical strengths, and tactical awareness. However,
consideration may also be given to athletes with limited competition experience who may
still be developing in the above areas.

Technical
Athletes will be evaluated on core technical skills from standards 1-4 in their respective
division. Other shot types used in play may be evaluated under technical skills that

include but are not limited to, the ricochet, push-on and lob. Divisional standards 1-4
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referred above can be found in the 2026 selection process documents.

Tactical

Athletes will be evaluated on tactical awareness in game situations including (shot
selection, order of play, when to come onto court, awareness and implementation of
playing to teammate(s) strengths to advantage Team/Pair, clock management,
advantaging Team/Pair by implementing game plan after knowing opponents’
strengths/weakness).

Psychological/Social

Attitude: This applies both on and off the court, respecting those athletes he/she
plays with and against, staff, coaches, and officials. To act in a sportsmanlike
manner consistent with the spirit of fair play and responsible conduct.

Leadership: Leading by example with a positive influence on all those around
him/her.

Teamwork: Cooperative effort to be the best he/she can be, working with
teammates to fulfill one common goal, success.

Coachable: Always open to constructive feedback, embracing new ideas and
putting the Team's needs before his/her own.

Ambassador: Acting in a manner that would be pleasing to the program, sport,
country, and else affiliated. Doing what is right, even when no one is watching.
Refraining from conduct that would detract from their ability or that of their
teammates to attain peak performance.

B1. Sport Assistant versus Ramp Operator:

Sport Assistants assist BC1 sport class athletes. The Sport Assistant stays outside of
the competitor’s playing box but can stabilize or adjust an athlete’s playing chair and
give the ball to the player when requested.

The Ramp Operator is defined as a competition partner by World Boccia and IPC and
therefore is selected based on the criteria listed below. Sport Assistants and Ramp
Operators are not included in the maximum Team size as defined in section 1.3 above.

The Boccia United States Selection Committee will consider the following factors in the
selection of Sport Assistant(s) and Ramp Operator(s), which are not in priority order:

a. Preference of the qualified athlete;

b. Demonstrated expertise of the sport assistance required — must have expertise
and experience in the sport of Boccia;

c. Knowledge and understanding of the World Boccia rules and regulations for
competition.

Sport Assistants and Ramp Operators will be held to the same standards and code of
conduct as outlined in these Procedures.

The Sport Assistant and Ramp Operator position(s) are contingent on the selection of the
respective BC1 and/or BC3 athlete(s) to be supported. If the selected athlete declines
6
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his/her selection or is subsequently removed from the Team after selection, the
respective Sport Assistant/Ramp Operator also loses his/her place on the Team.

2.3 Provide the name of the committee that will be responsible for making discretionary
selections, along with a complete list of the members’ titles currently serving on the
committee:

Kathy Brinker, High Performance Consultant
Jeremy Finton, Coach

Nick Taylor, AAC Representative

Patrick Parkes, AAC Alternate Representative
Jen Allred, CPO

231

Specify the process that will be used to identify and handle any
potential conflicts of interest involving a member of the
committee.

The Boccia United States Selection Committee (Section 2.3) and all
individuals who developed these selection procedures (Section 10) must
comply with the Boccia United States Conflict of Interest Policy: Boccia
United States - Lakeshore Foundation, to include completing and submitting
a disclosure form consistent with the Boccia United States Conflict of
Interest Policy before convening the committee.

Any member of the selection committee that has a possible conflict of
interest must disclose it. If such conflict exists, the selection committee
member must recuse him/herself from committee discussions and voting.
Further, the committee member should not otherwise influence other
members of the committee in the selection process. However, a committee
member who recused him/herself, but who has relevant and necessary
information with respect to athlete performance, for example a national
team coach or high performance director, may, if requested by the selection
committee, provide such information to the committee so long as such
information is provided in a fair and unbiased manner and the committee
member who declared the conflict of interest does not vote toward the final
decision.
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3. REMOVAL OF ATHLETES

3.1.

Prior to submission by Boccia United States, an athlete who is to be selected to the
Team by Boccia United States may be removed for any of the following reasons, as
determined by Boccia United States.

3.1.1

3.1.2

Voluntary withdrawal: Athlete must submit a written letter to Boccia United
States. Such notification should be made to kathyb@bocciaunitedstates.org

Injury or iliness as certified by a physician (or medical staff) approved by
Boccia United States.

Failure to participate in Mandatory Training and/or Competition as defined in
Section 8 of these procedures.

Violation of LNASO/Boccia United States Code of Conduct
https://form.jotform.com/Jen Allred/BUScodeofconduct2024athlete

Re-Classification of an athlete by World Boccia, such that the athlete’s
qualifying performance would not have qualified him/her for the Team.

An athlete who is removed from the delegation pursuant to this provision has the right to a
hearing per the LNASO Grievance Procedures.

3.2.

An athlete may be removed as a nominee to the Team or from the Team for an adjudicated
violation of IPC, World Boccia, USADA, WADA and/or USOPC anti-doping protocol, policies
and procedures, as well as the LNASO Minor Athlete Abuse and Prevention Policies and
the U.S. Center for SafeSport Code.
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4. REPLACEMENT OF ATHLETES

41. Describe the selection and approval process for determining replacement
athlete(s) should a vacancy occur:

Athletes nominated as Alternate Athletes per Section 1.3 are eligible for
selection as a replacement athlete in the BC1/2 Team, BC3 Pair, BC4
Pair, and/or BC1, BC2, BC3, or BC4 individual events. The Boccia United
States Selection Committee may consider Alternate Athlete selection as
necessary up to the final date of athlete entry per BISFed Rules and
Regulations, of which the date is to be determined.

The Boccia United States Selection Committee will consider any
necessary athlete replacement with an Alternate Athlete for BC1/2
Team(s), BC3 Pair(s), and/or BC4 Pair(s) on the basis of compiling a
viable team on the basis of gender, class, and via the Alternate Athlete
rank order list described in Section 1.3.5 of these procedures.

The Boccia United States Selection Committee will consider any
necessary athlete replacement with an Alternate Athlete for BC1, BC2,
BC3, or BC4 individual events on the basis of gender and class in rank
order.

5. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Boccia United States will retain the approved Selection Procedures and all supporting
documents, including scouting or evaluation forms, etc., and data from the selection
process for six (6) months past the date of the Closing Ceremony of the 2026
Birmingham World Boccia Challenger.

6. PUBLICITY/DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEDURES

The Boccia United States approved Selection Procedures (complete and unaltered)
will be posted/published by Boccia United States in the following locations:

6.1. Boccia United States Webpage: https://www.lakeshore.org/activity/boccia-united-
states/
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7. DATE OF ENTRY TO WORLD BOCCIA and the
2026 Birmingham World Boccia Challenger
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Athlete selections will be finalized by Boccia United States and submitted to World
Boccia and the 2026 Birmingham World Boccia Challenger Organizing
Committee on or before: May 1, 2026.

8. MANDATORY TRAINING AND/OR COMPETITION

Specify the location, schedule, and duration of mandatory training and/or
competition:

There will be a mandatory training camp one (1) day prior to the 2026 Birmingham
World Boccia Challenger.

All athletes selected to the Team USA roster for the 2026 Birmingham World Boccia
Challenger are required to share training logs and data with Boccia United States. In
addition, athletes and their personal coaches will be contacted by Boccia United
States staff to develop an agreed-upon training plan in preparation for the 2026
Birmingham World Boccia Challenger.

9. ANTI-DOPING REQUIREMENTS

Athletes must adhere to all IPC, World Boccia, USADA, WADA, and USOPC
anti-doping protocols, policies, and procedures, as applicable. This includes
participation in Out-of-Competition Testing as required by the IPC, World Boccia,
USADA, WADA, and USOPC Rules, as applicable.

10. DEVELOPMENT OF SELECTION PROCEDURES

The following committee/group were responsible for creating these Selection
Procedures:

Jen Allred, CPO

Nick Taylor, Athlete Representative

Patrick Parkes, Alternate Athlete Representative

Dr. Kathy Brinker, Boccia United States High Performance Consultant, Coach
Jeremy Finton, Coach, Boccia United States
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11. INTERNATIONAL DISCLAIMER

These procedures are based on IPC, as applicable, and IF rules and regulations as
presently known and understood. Any change in the selection procedures caused by
a change in IPC, as applicable, and/or IF rules and regulations will be distributed to
the affected athletes immediately. The selection criteria are based on the latest
information available to Boccia United States. However, the selections are always
subject to unforeseen, intervening circumstances, and realistically may not have
accounted for every possible contingency.

If any force of nature, or force majeure, should cause the alteration or cancellation of any
of the selection events listed in this document, these selection procedures will be revised,
by Boccia United States.

ATHLETE OMBUDS

The Team USA Athlete Ombuds serves as a safe, independent, confidential place
for Team USA Athletes to seek advice about any sport-related rule, policy, or
process; how to navigate raising or responding to concerns; or access legal and
mental health resources.

Team USA Athletes may contact the Athlete Ombuds:
PHONE: (719) 866-5000
EMAIL: ombudsman@usathlete.org
WEBSITE: usathlete.org
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12. NGB SIGNATURES

| certify that | have read and understand the standards/criteria set by our IF and
incorporated those standards/criteria into our Selection Procedures. | further certify
that the information provided herein regarding Athlete Selection Procedures
represent the method approved Boccia United States.

Fosen Print Name Signature Date
NGB
President or
CEO/Executive John Kemp
Director

HP Consultant
for Boccia United

States Kathy Brinker
LNASO Athletes’ :

Advisory Council Nick Taylor
Representative*

* Signature by the Athlete Representative constitutes that he/she has read and
understands the Selection Procedures.
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